MEDICAL  OFFICER’S  ANNUAL  REPORT. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 

Mold  Urban  District  Council. 


mi  LIBRARY  X 


Gentlemen, 

I present  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year  ending 
December  31st,  1942. 


Area  in  Acres — 1160. 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses — 1609. 
Rateable  Value — £33,512. 

Sum  represented  by  Id.  rate — £137. 


VITAL  STATISTICS, 


Total 

M. 

F. 

LIVE  BIRTHS:— 

145 

79 

66 

Legitimate 

141 

76 

65 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  live 

births  23  7. 

Illegitimate 

4 

3 

1 

STILL  BIRTHS:— 

Legitimate 

4 

3 

1 

Rate  per  1,000  total  (live 
and  still)  births  24  4. 

Illegitimate 

•• 

Deaths  . . 

54 

31 

23 

Rate  per  1,000  estimated 
population  8‘85. 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  Sepsis — Nil. 
Deaths  from  other  Puerperal  causes — Nil. 
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DEATH  RATE  OF  INFANTS  under  1 

year 

of  age. 

M. 

F. 

Legitimate 

3 

2 

Illegitimate 

— - 

Total 

All  Infants  per  1,000  live  births 

5 

Rate. 
. 34 

Legitimate  Infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  34 

Illegitimate  „ „ Illegitimate 

>> 

Nil 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages) — 9 

1.45 

„ Measles 

- 

Nil 

„ Whooping  Cough 

Nil 

„ Diarrhoea  (under  2 years) 

Nil 

DEATHS  (All  Causes). 
Tuberculosis  of  the  Respiratory  System 

M.  F. 
2 1 

Cancer  of  the  buceal  cavity  and 

oesophagus  (M) 

1 — 

„ „ duodenum  and  stomach 

1 — 

„ „ all  other  sites 

4 3 

Intracranial  vascular  lesions 

6 4 

Heart  disease 

5 4 

Bronchitis 

— 2 

Pneumonia 

3 — 

Appendicitis 

1 — 

Other  digestive  diseases 

— 2 

Nephritis 

2 1 
2 1 

Premature  birth 

. . . 

3 


M.  F. 


Congenital  malformation,  birth  injury, 

infantile  diseases  ...  — 2 

Suicide  ...  1 — 

All  other  diseases  ...  3 3 

31  23 

Total  ....  54 

SECTION  B. 

GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 

IN  THE  AREA. 

Public  Health  Officers  of  the  Authority  : — 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  (part  time) — 

I.  PHILIPPINE  NELIS, 

L.R.C.P.  & S.I.,  D.P.H., 
Sanitary  Inspector — 

GRIFFITH  EVANS,  C.R.S.I. 

(a)  — Laboratory  Facilities. 

Carried  out  by  the  Emergency  Public  Health. 

(b)  — Ambulance  Services. 

There  is  no  Ambulance. 

(c)  — Nursing  in  the  home. 

Voluntary  organisations  provide  existing 
facilities. 

(d)  — Treatment  Centres  and  Clinics. 

Administered  by  Flintshire  County  Council. 

(e)  — Hospital. 

There  is  no  hospital  in  the  area. 
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SECTION  E. 

Owing  to  the  abnormal  times  through  which  we 
are  passing,  due  to  the  war,  we  have  to  content  our- 
selves with  a very  brief  report,  covering  only  the  most 
essential  points  concerning  Public  Health.  We  arc  so 
fully  engaged  in  other  duties,  that  the  attention  given 
to  Public  Health  is  not  what  we  would  wish  it  to  be. 

Housing  Conditions — Mold  has  been  a source  of 
refuge  to  a large  number  of  people  from  the  danger 
zone,  and  in  view  of  this,  we  have  to  tolerate  conditions 
that  would  be  unthinkable  in  peace-time.  The  most 
obvious  of  these  is  that  of  overcrowding.  In  many 
houses,  two  and  even  three  families,  are  now  living. 
Many  young  couples  have  married,  and  failed  to  find 
a home  of  their  own,  and  in  consequence,  have  to  put 
up  with  their  own  families  ; true,  many  are  serving 
their  country  in  some  form  or  other. 

As  to  Repairs  and  Health  Administration,  only 
the  bare  necessities  are  carried  out,  owing  to  the  lack 
of  materials  and  labour. 

I may  add  that  the  Council  is  fully  alive  to  the 
conditions  now  existing,  having  already  resolved  to 
proceed  after  the  war  with  the  erection  of  over  100 
houses,  as  soon  as  conditions  permit,  and  have  recog- 
nised that  not  less  than  over  400  houses  are  necessary 
to  solve  the  Housing  problem. 

Refuse  Collection — The  refuse  collection  has  been 
maintained  very  efficiently,  taking  into  consideration 
that  we  have  in  addition  the  collection  of  salvage  of 
various  kinds,  to  help  the  war  effort.  As  a result  of 
this  extra  collection,  the  cost  has  risen  well  over  £300, 
as  compared  with  the  pre-war  period. 
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Water  Supply — The  Water  Service  of  the  town  is 
owned  by  a private  Company,  and  the  supply  has  been 
kept  up  very  satisfactorily  considering  the  heavy  de- 
mand made,  due  to  the  increased  population.  The 
lack  of  pressure  has  been  evident  on  higher  elevations, 
and  at  the  termini  the  water  is  at  times  highly  co- 
loured. making  frequent  flushing  necessary,  after  which 
the  water  is  again  clear. 

Infectious  Diseases — The  town  has  been  excee- 
dingly free  from  Infectious  Diseases,  which  comes  as 
a pleasant  surprise  in  face  of  the  strain  of  war.  In  all 
instances  where  cases  have  occurred,  the  houses  have 
been  fumigated. 

Very  creditable  progress  has  been  made  with  re- 
gard to  the  immunisation  of  children,  1248  children 
having  been  treated. 

Meat  Inspection — -A  very  systematic  inspection  of 
meat  is  carried  out  at  the  controlled  slaughterhouse, 
which  serves  not  only  the  town  of  Mold,  but  also  the 
surrounding  district. 

Sanitary  Conveniences — The  Sanitary  Convenien- 
ces in  the  town,  both  at  the  Assembly  Hall  and  the 
Parkin?  Ground,  are  well  maintained.  At  the  Assem- 
blv  Hall  considerable  expense  has  been  incurred  to 
impiove  the  samtarv  facilities,  additional  conveniences 
having  been  erected  for  men  at  the  other  end  of  the 
Hall. 

Milk  Supolv — Every  effort  is  made  to  supervise 
the  Milk  Supply  in  the  district,  although  here  aeain 
we  have  to  put  up  with  a somewhat  abnormal  situation, 
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due  to  the  pressure  put  on  the  farmers  to  produce  more 
milk.  The  scarcity  of  labour  and  materials  for  car- 
rying out  improvements  to  the  cowsheds  is  a tremen- 
dous source  of  annoyance  to  those  responsible  for  this 
kind  of  food. 


SECTION  F. 

PREVALENCE  AND  CONTROL  OF 
INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 


Age  Periods. 

Under 
1 1 

2 

3 4 

5 

10 

15 

20  35 

45  65  Total. 

Disease. 

Cerebro  Spinal 

Fever 

...  1 ... 

1 

Scarlet  Fever 

1 



4 

1 

1 

1 ... 

8 

Diphtheria 



3 ... 

4 

7 

... 

3 ... 

17 

Pnenmonia 

1 ... 





1 1 3 

Measles 

1 

1 

7 3 

21 

2 

2 

2 ... 

39 

2 1 

2 

10  3 

29 

10 

3 

6 ... 

1 1 68 

Sent  to 
Hospital. 

Deaths.  Rate. 

Cerebro  Spinal  Fever 

1 

1 0.16 

Scarlet  Fever 

8 

1.31 

Diphtheria 

2.78 

Pneumonia 

3 0.49 

Measles 

6.39 

9 

4 

Four  cases  of  Diphtheria  were  removed  to  Hospital, 
and  subsequently  sent  back,  as  not  suffering  from 
Diphtheria. 
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There  has  been  a remarkable  fall  in  the  incidence 
of  Diphtheria  during  the  year.  It  is  also  noteworthy 
that  notifications  of  infectious  diseases  are  low. 


In  the  case  of  Measles,  which  has  only  been  a 
notifiable  disease  since  1939,  no  statistical  comparisons 
can  be  made. 


Immunisation  against  Diphtheria  was  begun  in 
this  area  in  June,  1941,  and  up  to  the  end  of  December, 
1942,  1248  children  of  school  age,  viz  : — 5 to  15  years, 
were  immunised.  The  County  Council  Medical  Ser- 
vices were  responsible  for  children  under  5 years. 

The  percentages  are  as  follows:  — 

Under  5 years  ...  ...  11.8 

5 to  15  years  ...  ...  64.9 


TUBERCULOSIS. 


Ages. 


NEW  CASES. 


DEATHS. 


Non-  Non- 

Respiratory.  respiratory.  Respiratory.  respiratory. 


Ophthalmia  Neonatorum — Nil. 
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Prevention  of  Blindness. 

This  is  administered  by  the  County  Council. 


I.  PHILIPPINE  NELIS, 


The  Manse, 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Mold,  July  19th,  1943. 


